Rodte 66 Centennial

SEPTEMBER 3-12, 2026
Celebrating 100 Years of America’s Most Iconic Highway

Commemorate a century of adventure on a true American classic. Known as the “Mother Road,” this iconic highway has long
symbolized freedom, exploration, and the spirit of the open road. Along the way, soak in the nostalgic charm of retro diners,
glowing neon signs, roadside curiosities, and timeless mom-and-pop establishments that bring the golden age of travel to life.

DAY 1: WELCOME TO LOS ANGELES!

Your Route 66 adventure begins at the end! In iconic fashion at the Santa Monica Pier, snap a photo at the official “End of the Trail” sign and
browse souvenirs at the Last Stop Shop. Enjoy the ocean breeze, stunning coastal views, and a bit of classic boardwalk fun. See the site of the first
McDonald’s opened in 1940, and view one of the few remaining lodging trends from the 1930s, the Wigwam Motel. D

DAY 2: OATMAN, AZ

Continue through the Golden State with a visit to the California Route 66 Museum, where interactive exhibits showcase the highway’s cultural
and economic impact. Enjoy a scenic drive through the Mojave Desert, stopping at a historic schoolhouse before heading into Oatman, AZ. Here,
be a part of a lively Wild West performance, while wild burros, descendants of mining days, roam the streets and welcome visitors into town. B, D

DAY 3: KINGMAN & SELIGMAN, AZ

Visit the Powerhouse Visitors Center, a hub of Route 66 history and home to the Arizona Route 66 Museum. Continue east through Peach
Springs, the town that inspired Pixar’s Cars. In Seligman, often called the birthplace of the Route 66 revival, enjoy vintage charm, neon signs, and
colorful storefronts. Stop at Delgadillo’s Snow Cap Drive-In, a quirky eatery known for its pranks and dedication to Route 66 culture. End the day
in Winslow. B, D

DAY 4: WINSLOW, AZ
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Holbrook, where a stop at the famous Wigwam Motel offers a glimpse of one of Route 66’s most whimsical and beloved landmarks. B, L

DAY 5: PETRIFIED FOREST NATIONAL PARK
Spend the day exploring Petrified Forest National Park, home to the world’s largest and most colorful collection of petrified wood, dating back over
225 million years. This striking landscape, part of a natural travel corridor used for over 10,000 years, is also crossed by historic Route 66. Start
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at the Painted Desert Visitor Center, then enjoy lunch on your own at the Painted Desert Diner.
Afterward, take a scenic 28-mile drive through the park. Continue to Gallup, NM, for an overnight
stay at the historic El Rancho Hotel, once a favorite of movie stars filming in the area. B, D

DAY 6: ALBUQUERQUE, NM

It’s full speed ahead to Albuquerque, where you'll travel along 4th Street, the original north-south
route of Route 66 before its east-west realignment in 1937. While downtown, visit the unique
intersection of 4th Street and Central Avenue—the only place in the country where Route 66 crosses
itself. Continue along the path of the original Route 66 to Santa Fe. B, D

DAY 7: SANTA FE/TUCAMACARI, NM

Enjoy a morning exploring the Old Santa Fe Trail with classic Route 66 highlights. Travel through
beautiful desert landscapes arriving in Tucumcari, where we’ll visit the iconic Blue Swallow
Motel. Cross into Texas and reach the halfway point in Adrian; don’t forget to snap a photo at the
Midpoint sign! As we head toward Amarillo, watch for the quirky leaning water tower in Groom,
a fun roadside landmark. Tonight, enjoy a Texas-sized dinner at the legendary Big Texan Steak
Ranch. B, D

DAY 8: AMARILLO, TX/OKLAHOMA CITY,
OK

Begin today with a visit to the iconic Cadillac
Ranch in Amarillo, where you can snap photos and
even leave your mark with a spray paint on the
half-buried classic cars. From there, head to Devil’s

Rope Museum, which tells the unexpected story of
barbed wire and its role in shaping the American
West. Next, travel to Shamrock, TX, for a stop at
the art deco U-Drop Inn Cafe. Continue to Elk City
for a visit to the National Route 66 Museum, where
vintage vehicles, neon signs, and nostalgic exhibits
bring the history of the Mother Road to life. B, D 1
Cadillac Ranch
DAY 9: JOPLIN, MO

This morning, visit the Old Round Barn in Arcadia, a beautifully restored landmark that has stood
along Route 66 since 1898. Next, explore the Route 66 Interpretive Center in Chandler, where
artwork and memorabilia capture the spirit of the Mother Road. Snap a fun photo at the famous Blue
Whale of Catoosa, a beloved roadside attraction. In Claremore, learn about the life and legacy of
humorist Will Rogers at his memorial museum. Then make a quick photo stop at the World’s Largest
Totem Pole, a colorful tribute to folk art. B, D

DAY 10: RETURN HOME

Begin the final stretch in Joplin with a visit to Route 66 Mural Park and the apartment where
Bonnie and Clyde once hid. Continue east to Springfield, the official birthplace of Route 66, for a
taste of nostalgic roadside charm. Travel through the scenic Ozarks, passing small towns and classic
Americana. In Cuba, MO—nicknamed Mural City—enjoy colorful street art that brings Route 66
history to life. Return home with great memories, celebrating 100 years of this iconic American
highway. B #
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